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incidence. Now maintenance of an adequate food supply is
an essential objective of the internal organization of a State,
therefore, given sufficient space in relation to its population,
a State which is endowed with a variety of climates, even if
the variation is of no great range, should be able to provide
sufficient food for its people and, what is becoming more
generally appreciated, a balanced diet. Under these favourable
climatic^ conditions the potential energy output of its inhabi-
tants is higher than in less favoured countries. This means that
climatic conditions are of primary importance in the Political
Geography of States, since their political power rests largely
on the production output of their people.
Again, if the State is not in possession of adequate space
for food production purposes under existing agricultural systems
it must either import the necessary commodities or it must
intensify its own production. Intensification and expansion of
crop cultivation are closely related to climate. Few States, for
example, can regularly produce more than one crop per year
without highly artificial, and therefore costly, assistance. This
is particularly true of those countries with long rigorous
winters when plant life is reduced to a standstill, and densely
populated States, such as the United Kingdom, which enjoy
more genial winter conditions, have been able to increase their
home production only by such means as subsidies and protective
measures, which affect not only their internal organization
but also their external relationships.
On the other hand, climatic complexity working through
its effects on agricultural activities can be an adverse factor,
especially in those large States which embrace several distinctive
climatic types. In U.S.A., the farming communities of the
Middle West are frequently at variance with the Federal
Government in Washington, asserting that the administration
there is unfamiliar with the problems of agriculture and crop
marketing which are the predominant interests of the Middle
Westerners. Similarly in Canada, the chief complaint of the
farmers of the Prairie Provinces appears to be that the Ottawa
Government pays insufficient attention to their interests.
These internal disputes are no doubt associated with the
great distances between the administrative capital and the